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but one of his very humble vassals, because the king was so very
powerful and so great a lord that in his kingdoms, which he
commanded and which obeyed him, there were two hundred
thousand men, greater and better and richer. They marvelled at
this, and to signify their great admiration, as is their custom,
they vigorously clapped their hands. Proceeding in their reply,
they said furthermore that, judging by his appearance and by
his assurance that he spoke to them in the name of the king, it
could not be that he was hiding the truth from them, or that he
was intending trickery or malice against them by his requests.
Accordingly, they gave him permission then to build the house,
as he desired; since, if, when it was built, he kept his promise, it
was certain that the King of Portugal, his lord, would be better
served, and that the Christians, his subjects, would at all times
be treated better; but if he should do the contrary, they would
leave him the houses and the land, set their own persons free,
and in another land would not want for straws and sticks with
which they might soon build other houses1. Then the captain
responded to them, by a sign, that they might always be sure
and certain of everything which he had told them; because
Christians were not accustomed to lie, but rather to do and dis-
charge affairs better than they talked of them; and therefore
they might believe that the king, his lord, and his descendants,
would make that land the most honourable and the richest, and
its population the chief, of any among them. Being very satisfied
with this, with cheerful shouts they expressed their grateful
thanks, and many made them offers of themselves; and all
stood up. Then, the captain, before withdrawing, went at once
with the master-craftsmen, whom he brought, to put together
the base of the fortress, for which they took material from the
top of some high rocks, which the negroes were accustomed to
worship and to hold as very sacred. On that day, the captain
1 This is another illustration of the semi-nomadic habits of some of the
tribes of the Gold Coast, which so many writers commented upon during the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Caramansa knew that the last thing the
Portuguese wanted was that he and his people should move away from the
district, for that would ruin the gold trade. This threat was one of his most
powerful weapons. In 1523, the Mina negroes did actually begin to move
away from the castle of Sao Jorge (doc. 49).